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Kunza language 


Kunza a.k.a. Cunza, also known as Likanantai, Lipe, Ulipe, or 
Atacameno, is an extinct language isolate once spoken in the 
Atacama Desert of northern Chile and southern Peru (specifically in 
Peine, Socaire (Salar de Atacama), and Caspana) by the Lickan- 
antay people, who have since shifted to Spanish. 
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Kunza 

Atacameno 

Likanantai 

Native to 

Chile, Peru, Bolivia 

Region 

Atacama Desert 

Ethnicity 

Atacama 

Extinct 

ca. 1950s 

Language 

family 

language isolate 

Language codes 

ISO 639-3 

kuz 

Glottolog 

kunzl244 (http://glot 

tolog.org/resource/la 

nguoid/id/kunz!244)W 


History 


The last Kunza speaker was found in 1949, although some have been found since according to 
anthropologists. There are 2,000 Atacamenos (W. Adelaar). 

Unattested varieties listed by Loukotka (1968): 

■ Atacameno of Bolivia - spoken in a small village on the frontier of Potosi Department, Bolivia, 
and Antofagasta Province of Chile 

■ Lipe (Olipe) - extinct language once spoken south of the Salar de Uyuni, Potosi Department, 
Bolivia 


Classification 


Kaufman (1990) found a proposed connection between Kunza and the likewise unclassified Kapixana to be 
plausible; however, the language was more fully described in 2004, and the general consensus among 
linguists was that both languages are isolates. 

Language contact 


Jolkesky (2016) notes that there are lexical similarities with the Mochika, Kandoshi, Jaqi, Kechua, 
Mapudungun, and Uru-Chipaya language families due to contact 

Phonology 






























Kunza contains a typical 5-vowel inventory: /a, e, i, o, u/. All vowels have long counterparts, and Kunza 
displays contrastive vowel length 

Consonants 




Bilabial 

Alveolar 

Postalveolar 

Palatal 

Velar 

Uvular 

Glottal 









plain 

ejective 






voiceless 
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t 
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q 

? 

Stop 

ejective 

P' 

t' 




k' 

q' 



voiced 
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Affricate 


ts 

tT 

tr 





Fricative 

voiceless 


s 
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voiced 






Y 



Nasal 
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n 







Approximant 


1 



j 




Flap 
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See also 


■ Macro-Paesan languages 
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External links 


■ Kunza Swadesh vocabulary list (https://web.archive.Org/web/20121113145613/http://en.wiktion 
ary.org/wiki/Appendix:Araucanian_Swadesh_lists) (from Wiktionary's Swadesh-list appendix (h 
ttps://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/Appendix:Swadesh_lists)) 

■ Spanish-Kunza dictionary online (https://web.archive.Org/web/20161014063032/http://diccionar 
ios. serindigena.org/index. php?a=index&d=7) 

■ Bibliography about Kunza (https://web.archive.Org/web/20091027045422/http://geocities.com/l 
enguadeatacama/) 

■ Alain Fabre, 2005, Diccionario etnolingufstico y gufa bibliografica de Ios pueblos indfgenas 
sudamericanos: KUNZA[1] (http://www.ling.fi/Entradas%20diccionario/Dic=Kunza.pdf) 

■ Kunza (https://ids.clld.org/contributions/308) (Intercontinental Dictionary Series) 
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